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INTRODUCTION


Some of you may remember Evil Knievel, the man who used to attempt to jump his motorcycle over a number of buses, over the Grand Canyon, or from one Las Vegas casino to another. His stunts were amazing, yet crazy. He broke nearly every bone in his body in his “death-defying” stunts. Now, a new generation of daredevils is following his footsteps. The world is full of people who act or live dangerously, foolishly, illogically. God would never want His people to live foolishly or place themselves in danger just for the thrill. The Apostle Paul reminds us that we are to live logically, even if it means facing danger.
I.
PAUL URGES US TO OFFER OUR BODIES TO GOD.

To offer our body as a sacrifice is to recognize that every part of us belongs to God!
1. 
Our body is to be a living sacrifice.

2.
Our body is to be a holy sacrifice.

3.
Our body is to be an acceptable sacrifice.

Paul describes this as a “spiritual act of worship” (NIV)—i.e. our “reasonable service” (KJV). The word comes letter for letter from Greek into English as logicos, or logical. Paul believes that it is logical for a child of God to give not only his spirit and soul but also his body to God. Logical service to God is indeed a spiritual act of worship of God! Such action is acceptable and pleases God!
II.
PAUL URGES US NOT TO CONFORM TO THIS WORLD.
To conform means to pattern ourselves after the world, or this present age.

1. We must stop patterning our lifestyle after present worldly standards.
2. We must stop patterning our speech after present worldly standards.

3. We must stop patterning our dress after present worldly standards.

Our outward bodies change from year to year, but we should not let that change make us more worldly in our actions. You do NOT have to undergo surgery or have botox shots to try to look young. You do not have to act or speak a certain way to appear younger than you are. Stop conforming to the pattern of this present age!

III.
PAUL URGES US TO BE TRANSFORMED.
To be transformed means to undergo metamorphosis, (the Greek word in English). 
1. Transformation requires a change in heart.

2. Transformation requires a change in mind.

3. Transformation requires a change in attitude.

Our inner person is changed from a self-centered, sin-damaged, world-shaped soul to a Christ-centered, sin-hating, God-shaped soul. That is what Paul means when he says to be transformed by the renewing of the mind. We are to stop thinking like a person living in this age and begin thinking like a person who is eternal in nature.
CONCLUSION


What Paul is implying is that, as long as you or I conform to this present age, we will not be able to recognize or do God’s will in our life. It is only as we become transformed into the likeness of Jesus Christ that we begin to sense and understand the will of God. It is only in Christ that we can test and approve/confirm the will of God for our life. It is in Christ that we are able to recognize and carry out God’s will—which is “good, pleasing and perfect.”


This process begins with the recognition that you must first become a child of God. You must give your body to God, not just your soul. Then, you allow God to transform your mind so that you can become reasonable, or logical, in your worship of and service to God. Then, you can be sure how to recognize and follow God’s plan for your life! Begin today!

 
Illustration: From worm to butterfly (through the cocoon)

